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DEDICATION 


This  book  is  dedicated  to  the  founders  of  this  church  and  to  my 
mother  and  father. 


"We  want  to  tell  you  further,  brethren,  about  the  grace  of 
God  which  has  been  evident  in  the  churches  of  Macedonia; 

For  in  the  midst  of  an  ordeal  of  severe  tribulation,  their 
abundance  of  joy  and  their  depth  of  poverty  (together)  have 
overflowed  in  a  wealth  of  lavish  generosity  on  their  part. 

For,  as  I  can  bear  witness,  they  gave  according  to  their 
ability,  yes,  and  beyond  their  ability;  and  they  did  it  voluntarily, 

....  first  they  gave  themselves  to  the  Lord...." 

II  Corinthians  8:1,2,3,5 
The  Amplified  Bible 
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A  BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  THE  METHODIST  CHURCH 
IN  NORTH  CAROLINA 


The  Methodist  Church  grew  out  of  the  evangelical 
awakening  in  England  in  the  early  part  of  the  18th  Century. 
This  movement  was  under  the  leadership  of  John  and  Charles 
Wesley,  George  Whitfield,  and  others.  While  students  at  Ox- 
ford, the  Wesley  brothers  would  conduct  meetings  with  those 
people  who  were  interested  in  developing  their  spiritual  ex- 
periences. Because  of  their  strict  views  concerning  religion, 
they  were  nicknamed  "Methodists",  and  their  group  called 
""The  Holy  Club"  by  other  students  in  the  University. 

After  the  Wesleys  had  the  call  to  go  out  and  preach,  they 
went  all  over  London  and  the  surrounding  countryside 
preaching  "conscious  salvation."  This  doctrine  made  them 
very  unpopular  with  the  parish  priests  and  they  were  no  longer 
welcome  to  preach  in  the  churches,  but  had  to  preach  to  the 
crowds  in  the  open  fields,  private  homes,  or  barns. 

As  a  result  of  the  Wesleys'  preaching,  many  thousands  of 
people  were  converted,  many  of  whom  began  to  migrate  to 
America.  In  1760,  two  of  these  men  to  come  were  Phillip  Em- 
bury and  Robert  Strawbridge.  They  preached  the  first 
Methodist  sermons  in  America.  In  1769,  Joseph  Pilmoor  was 
sent  to  America  and  preached  the  first  Methodist  sermon  in 
North.Carolinaat  Currituck  Courthouse  on  October  28, 1772.  A 
church  there  still  bears  his  name. 

During  the  days  of  the  American  Revolution,  Methodists 
in  this  country  were  thought  to  be  Tories,  spies,  or  traitors. 
Methodist  preachers  were  especially  suspect  and  many  of 
them  were  thrown  into  jail  with  the  only  charge  being  that  they 
were  Methodists.  Much  of  this  persecution  centered  in 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Delaware,  and  Maryland.  In  these 
states,  men  preaching  the  Methodist  doctrine  were  beaten,  tar- 
red and  feathered,  or  thrown  into  jail! 

One  of  the  Methodist  preachers,  Garrettson,  who  came  into 
North  Carolina  was  threatened  by  mobs  of  people  and  he  ac- 
tually witnessed  the  shooting  of  one  of  his  friends  who  had 
entertained  him  in  his  home.  When  Garrettson  entered  North 
Carolina  headed  for  the  town  of  Salisbury,  word  preceded  him 
to  that  town  and  the  night  before  his  arrival,  a  mob  burned  the 
house  in  w^hich  he  was  to  stay.  The  same  night  they  burned  the 
house  and  dragged  the  owner  up  and  down  the  street  until  he 
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was  barely  alive.  These  persecutions  of  Methodists  lasted 
throughout  the  days  of  the  American  Revolution. 

Circuit  riders  began  spreading  the  word  all  over  America 
and  one  of  them,  the  Bishop  Francis  Asbury  came  south  into 
North  Carolina.  Known  as  "the  man  who  rambled  America",  he 
is  given  credit  for  doing  more  than  any  other  man  in  firmly  plan- 
ting the  Methodist  doctrine  in  the  United  States.  He  covered 
the  whole  eastern  seaboard  from  Maine  to  Georgia  preaching 
in  homes,  barns,  schoolhouses,  and  in  woods,  wherever  he 
could  get  people  to  listen  to  him.  Many  times  he  would  preach 
3  or  4  sermons  a  day. 

During  the  fifty  years  of  his  ministry,  Asbury  passed 
through  Williamston  on  several  different  occasions.  Accor- 
ding to  the  journal  he  kept  each  day,  his  first  visit  to  Martin 
County  was  on  February  3, 1788.  The  entry  in  his  journal  reads 
as  follows: 

"Rode  to  Ross's  in  Martin  County.  The  rise  of  the  waters 
of  the  Roanoke  River  had  inundated  the  lowlands  more 
than  a  mile  from  the  bank,  and  made  the  ferry  altogether  a 
wonderful  sight.  We  came  to  our  lodging  about  nine 
o'clock,  and  found  a  plain,  kind-hearted  host.  I  preached 
a  funeral  sermon;  my  text,  'The  sting  of  death  is  sin.'  I 
spoke  on  the  nature  of  the  law;  of  sin— its  guilt,  power, 
and  nature,  and  punishment;  and  the  victory  through 
,  Christ.  Does  it  not  appear  that  those  who  live  in  sin, 
which  is  a  breach  of  the  law,  wish  to  abolish  the  law,  see- 
ing they  must  know  the  necessary  consequence  of  its 
violation?  And  if  this  postulation  is  just,  what  saves  them 
from  theft,  murder,  rape?  Self  preservation.  Alas  poor 
world!  Is  this  all  thy  virtue?" 

Asbury's  next  visit  to  Williamston  was  in  1792  when  the 
records  show  that  he  commissioned  John  Watts  as  a  deacon 
in  the  church,  giving  him  the  authority  to  administer  all  the 
sacraments  of  the  church.  There  were  no  other  details  of  this 
visit  written  in  his  journal. 

The  third  visit  to  Williamston  came  on  Wednesday, 
February  23,  1803  with  the  following  entry  in  his  Journal: 
"We  rode  twenty-two  miles  to  Williamston,  Martin  Coun- 
ty; I  had  not  been  at  this  place  since  January,  1792.  I  find 
here  now  about  twenty  families  and  about  forty  buildings. 
My  subject  at  the  courthouse  was  TITUS;  although  greatly 
outdone  by  fatigue  and  heat,  I  had  some  openings  of 
mind.  I  was  somewhat  surprised  to  see  so  many  called 
together  bv  twentv-four  hours'  notice;  and  I  admired  the 
patience  of  the  people,  many  of  whom  were  obliged  to 


stand  in  the  loby  of  the  courthouse— an  hour  and  a  half. 
We  want  a  house  of  our  own.  John  Watts,  a  local 
preacher,  still  keeps  his  ground  as  a  minister  and  a  Chris- 
tian, although  the  Baptists  are  very  nunnerous  here." 

On  February  27,  1804,  the  bishop  nnade  another  visit  to 
Williamston.  The  following  entry  is  found  in  his  Journal: 
"At  Gardner's  Bridge  I  spoke  to  many  hearers  on  LUKE  IV, 
18-19.  It  was  very  chilly.  In  the  evening  we  came  to  John 
Watts'  in  Williamston— thirty  miles  today,  without  fire  or 
food,  from  seven  A.M.  to  five  o'clock  in  the  evening.  On 
Tuesday,  February  28,  being  unwell,  Brother  McCaine  of- 
ficiated for  me.  I  groan,  being  burdened— seven  con- 
ferences to  appoint  the  stations  in;  to  officiate  in  the 
general  conference  of  this  year;  seventeen  states  to  visit, 
requiring  a  ride  of  five  thousand  miles  at  the  rate  of 
twenty-thirty  and  forty  miles  a  day.  O  Lord,  give  me  sup- 
port!—for  every  day,  every  hour,  and  every  moment  is  a 
time  of  need  with  me!  We  rode  up  to  Colonel  William 
Williams',  twenty  miles.  At  Williams'  Chapel,  Taylor's 
Ferry,  truly  the  great  ones  were  present  to  hear,  and  I 
preached  to  them  upon  the  'Great  Salvation'— to  little  pur- 
pose, I  fear;  we  have  small  fruit  of  twenty-five  years  of 
faithful  labours  upon  the  rich  lands  of  Roanoke." 

Almost  a  year  later,  on  January  31, 1805  we  find  this  entry 
in  Asbury's  Journal: 

"We  came  to  Williamston.  I  preached  at  brother  Watts' 
house;  my  subject  was  ROMANS  V,  1-5.  The  Roanoke 
was  full.  We  stemmed  the  northwest  wind,  twenty  miles, 
to  cross  the  awful  Roanoke.  For  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
ferry,  the  fences  were  swept  away  during  the  freshet;  cat- 
tle, hogs,  and  some  slaves  had  been  carried  off;  its  proud 
waves  were  stayed  when  we  arrived  " 

For  January  30,  1806  there  was  a  brief  entry  concerning  a 
visit  to  Williamston.  It  reads  as  follows: 

"We  came  very  pleasantly  to  Williamston.  I  was  afflicted 
with  a  severe  pain  in  my  foot.  On  Friday,  I  was  busy  plann- 
ing; but  in  pain." 
About  three  years  later  on  Saturday,  January  28,  1809, 
Bishop  Francis  Asbury  made  his  last  visit  to  the  county.  He 
spent  the  night  at  the  home  of  William  Williams  which  he 
described  as  "a  secluded  house  and  social  family."  The  Jour- 
nal entry  for  Sunday,  January  29,  1809  reads  as  follows: 
"I  preached  at  Williams'  Chapel  on  HABAKKUK  III,  2.  I 
felt  myself  in  the  spirit  of  the  work.  In  the  evening  we  had 
snow  and  hail.  We  set  out  on  Monday  and  had  a  very 
disagreeable  ride  through  deep  swamps  and  snow.  At 


Williamston  I  preached  to  a  few  people.  A  ride  of  thirty- 
two  miles  brought  us  to  Tarboro  on  Tuesday." 

The  last  that  was  heard  of  Asbury  in  this  immediate  area 
was  this  last  entry  in  his  Journal.  He  traveled  around  the 
United  States  from  1771-1821,  and  his  total  mileage  has  been 
computed  to  have  been  over  a  quarter  of  a  million  miles!  He 
carried  the  word  of  God  all  over  the  backwoods  of  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina  and  suffered  untold  hardships  in  doing  so. 
Most  of  the  time  he  didn't  have  enough  to  eat  and  had  very 
poor  places  to  sleep.  Heavy  rains  caused  his  rheumatism  to 
get  worse  and  he  tells  of  being  on  the  Tar  River  near  Tarboro 
one  time  when  his  legs  were  so  swollen  that  he  had  to  be  lifted 
onto  his  horse  and  tied  into  the  saddle  to  keep  going!  He  rode 
in  this  manner  to  the  next  settlement  where  he  was  lifted  down 
and  where  he  began  to  preach  to  the  crowds. 

Up  until  1784,  the  Methodist  movement  was  just  made  up 
of  societies  and  was  not  actually  a  church  with  ordained 
preachers.  In  1784,  however,  the  people  subscribing  to  the 
Methodist  faith  began  to  demand  ministers  who  could  ad- 
minister the  sacraments  of  Baptism  and  Communion  because 
the  church  which  provided  these  services  had  been  dissolved 
at  the  end  of  the  American  Revolution.  The  church  was  thus 
organized  and  called  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Through  the  work  of  men  like  Embury,  Strawbridge,  Gar- 
rettson,  Pilmoor,  and  Asbury,  who  suffered  untold  hardships, 
the  Methodist  Church  was  firmly  planted  in  this  country. 
Through  the  devotion  of  their  followers  in  the  many  com- 
munities they  visited,  it  prospered  and  grew  to  become  one  of 
the  major  Protestant  religions  in  the  United  States. 

"The  light  of  the  Present 

Is  Knowledge  of  the  Past" 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  METHODIST  CHURCH 
IN  WILLIAMSTON 


The  first  local  Methodist  minister  in  Martin  County  was 
John  Watts,  who  was  ordained  to  preach  on  July  14,  1780.  On 
the  inside  cover  of  his  Bible  were  the  following  entries: 
"April  16,  1778:    This  day  I  joined  the  Methodist  Church 
with  my  wife,  and  about  the  10th  of  June  following,  I 
believe  the  Lord  converted  my  soul  and  gave  me  peace  in 
believing  and  glory  to  His  dear  name.  I  hope  I  still  believe 
in  Jesus,  1806." 

signed 
John  Watts" 

"This  day,  July  14,  1780,  I  received  license  as  a  local 
preacher  to  preach  the  Everlasting  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
to  my  fellowmen,  and  so  I  have  continued  to  do  ever  since 
that  time  to  the  best  of  my  abilities  as  a  Methodist,  believ- 
ing the  doctrine  that  is  embraced  by  them  to  be  that  doc- 
trine which  Jesus  Christ  taught  while  He  was  live  on  ear- 
th. 

signed 
John  Watts" 

We  know  from  Bishop  Asbury's  Journal  that  he  didn't  or- 
dain Watts  until  1792  and  it  is  not  known  where  Watts  joined 
the  church  and  by  whom  he  was  licensed  to  preach.  He  pro- 
bably preached  to  small  groups  in  their  homes  up  until  the 
time  when  Asbury  gave  him  the  commission  that  appears 
below. 

"Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Francis  Asbury, 
Bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  America, 
under  the  protection  of  Almighty  God,  and  with  a  single 
eye  to  His  glory,  by  the  imposition  of  my  Hands  and 
Prayer,  have  this  day  set  apart  John  Watts  for  the  Office  of 
a  Deacon  in  the  said  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  a  Man 
whom  I  judge  to  be  well  qualified  for  that  Work;  and  I  do 
hereby  recommend  him  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  as  a 
proper  Person  to  assist  the  Elder  in  administering  the 
Lord's  Supper;  to  administer  the  Ordinances  of  Baptism 
and  Marriage,  and  to  bury  the  Dead,  in  the  Absence  of  an 
Elder;  and  to  feed  the  flock  of  Christ.  In  testimony 
whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  Hand  and  Seal  this 
eleventh  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini  One  Thousand 
Seven  Hundred  and  Ninety-two." 
John  Watts  served  the  people  In  Williamston  as  minister 
until  1805.  He  was  not  a  full-time  preacher,  but  was  also  the 


driver  of  a  stagecoach,  carrying  mail  from  Halifax  to  Plymouth. 
In  1806  he  was  still  preaching  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  which  he 
loved  so  well.  Before  the  church  was  built,  his  home  served  a 
meeting  place  for  the  Methodists  of  the  town. 

The  first  real  organization  of  a  Methodist  Society  in  the 
town  of  Williamston  occurred  sometime  during  the  year  of 
1827.  On  February  22,  1828,  a  deed  was  given  for  Vi  acre  of 
land,  known  in  the  town  plot  as  Number  96.  This  land  was  pur- 
chased from  James  Clark  for  $60.  and  was  deeded  to  Wheeler 
Martin,  Bazil  Floyd,  Ezekiel  W.  Wyatt,  Charles  Meazell,  Jesse 
Gillikin,  Lemuel  Whittlesey,  Peter  E.  Madders,  Thomas  Shaw, 
and  William  L.  Williams,  trustees.  These  men  were  some  of 
the  charter  members  of  the  first  Methodist  Society  in  the  town 
of  Williamston,  because  no  man  could  hold  the  office  of 
Trustee  unless  he  were  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

There  is  no  record  of  the  number  of  members  in  that  first 
Society,  but  it  was  large  enough  to  justify  the  building  of  a 
church  and  the  hiring  of  a  minister.  A  small,  log  church  was 
built  on  the  lot,  and  Wheeler  Martin,  a  local  leatherworker  and 
preacher,  was  hired  for  the  pastor.  This  log  church  was  used 
for  about  eight  years.  In  1836,  another  lot  was  purchased  from 
William  Hyman,  one  of  the  elderly  settlers  of  the  town.  The 
site  adjoined  the  lot  on  which  the  first  church  was  built  and 
was  the  one  upon  which  the  present  church  stands.  The 
church  was  much  larger  than  the  first  one  and  had  a  gallery  in- 
side for  the  colored  members.  It  was  almost  square  and  had 
two  front  entrances;  one  used  by  the  men  and  the  other  used 
by  the  women  and  children.  On  either  side  of  the  pulpit  was  an 
Amen  Corner— one  for  the  men  and  the  other  for  the  women. 

During  the  years  1828-1850,  there  is  very  little  record  of 
the  church's  activities.  We  do  know  that  the  Reverend  Wheeler 
Martin  was  pastor  in  1833,  but  he  died  in  1837.  Other  pastors 
who  served  the  church  until  1850  were  the  Reverends  Closs, 
Mora,  Mann,  and  Duvall.  !n  1851,  the  Reverend  Robert  Carson 
was  appointed  pastor  of  a  group  of  churches  in  Bertie, 
Edgecombe,  Pitt,  and  Martin  counties.  The  Williamston 
church  was  one  of  that  group.  The  first  member  received  into 
the  church  by  Reverend  Carson  was  a  Miss  Helen  Clements, 
on  May  23,  1853.  There  is  no  record  of  the  length  of  Reverend 
Carson's  service,  but  it  is  known  that  the  church  grew  under 
his  leadership. 

The  Methodist  Church  was  built  on  the  lot  adjoining  the 


home  of  Asa  Biggs,  United  States  Senator  and  Federal  Judge. 
In  his  Autobiography,  Judge  Biggs  speaks  of  going  frequently 
to  the  Methodist  Church,  since  their  Meeting  House  was  on 
the  adjoining  lot.  He  also  said  that  many  times  the  Methodist 
ministers  and  members  of  that  society  visited  in  his  house, 
partaking  of  his  hospitality.  He  said  that  he  made  many  friends 
among  the  Methodists.  There  seemed  to  be  a  great  religious 
revival  going  on  in  the  Methodist  Church  in  the  1850's  because 
Judge  Biggs  is  quoted  as  saying: 

"In  the  early  part  of  April  1851,  there  was  a  religious  ex- 
citement in  the  Methodist  Church  in  Williamston.  For 
some  time  before  this,  I  had  discovered  that  my  wife  was 
deeply  concerned  on  the  subject  of  religion  and  during 
this  excitement,  she  attended  the  meetings,  and  ap- 
peared to  be  more  powerfully  operated  on.  I  went  with 
her  on  Thursday  night  and  after  the  sermon,  when  an  in- 
vitation was  given  to  go  up  to  the  altar,  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  she  was  prevented  from  going,  by  a  fear  that 
it  would  not  be  agreeable  to  me;  and  to  relieve  her,  I  went 
across  the  church,  and  told  her  if  she  felt  an  inclination  to 
go,  to  do  so;  and  at  my  solicitation,  she  went  up,  and  I  went 
with  her.  After  the  services,  we  came  home  and  about 
2  o'clock  of  that  night,  I  awoke  in  great  agony  of  mind— I 
first  thought  I  was  laboring  under  fever,  but  soon  became 
satisfied  that  my  mind  was  powerfully  awakened  as  to  my 
awful  condition  as  a  sinner,  so  that  in  a  few  minutes,  the 
visitation  was  so  great,  as  to  compel  me  to  cry  aloud  for 
mercy  and  arouse  the  whole  house.  I  thought  my  mental 
powers  were  giving  away.  This  continued  for  two  hours. 
Some  Methodist  friends,  who  were  staying  with  us,  sent 
off  after  Mr.  Carson  and  Mr.  Martin  the  preachers— they 
came  and  prayed— but  no  relief  could  I  find." 

Judge  Biggs'  Autiobiography  continues  with  the  descrip- 
tion of  how  this  first  consciousness  of  his  sinful  state  led  him 
to  join  the  church  six  months  later.  He  didn't  join  the 
Methodist  Church  however,  but  the  Skewarkey  Primitive  Bap- 
tist Church  where  his  father  had  been  pastor  many  years 
before.  Even  though  we  don't  have  many  records  of  the  church 
during  this  period  of  time,  this  experience  of  Asa  Biggs  shows 
us  that  without  a  doubt  the  Methodist  Church  was  active  and 
very  much  alive  in  the  1850's! 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  1850's  and  1860's,  there  is  lit- 
tle record  of  church  activities,  but  the  Reverend  H.  H.  Gibbons 
was  appointed  to  minister  in  Williamston.  He  was  born  in 
Greene  County  in  1818  and  died  in  Mount  Olive  in  1887.  There 
is  no  record  as  to  the  exact  date  of  his  departure  from 


Williamston.  There  was  also  some  mention  of  a  Reverend  J.  E. 
Underwood,  but  there  is  no  record  of  his  time  of  service  at  the 
Williamston  church,  however  it  seems  that  he  was  here  just 
prior  to  the  Reverend  L.  L.  Nash. 

From  1874-1876,  the  Reverend  Nash  was  pastor.  He  was 
famous  for  his  preaching  ability,  wise  leadership,  and  deep 
spiritual  convictions.  He  was  born  in  Chase  City,  Virginia  in 
1846  and  died  at  Hamlet,  N.  C.  in  1917. 

The  Reverend  James  Mahoney  followed  Nash  and  served 
from  1876  until  1879.  He  was  born  in  Sumter,  South  Carolina  in 
1850  and  he  died  at  Goldsboro,  N.  C.  in  1885.  He  was  the  first 
pastor  of  the  Williamston  church  to  serve  a  full  four  year  term. 
Reverend  W.  H.  Watkins  followed,  but  only  stayed  for  one  year. 

Reverend  W.  B.  Doub  was  pastor  from  1880-1882.  He  was 
born  in  Raleigh  in  1852  and  died  at  Durham  in  1896.  There  are 
no  records  to  show  the  church's  work  during  his  time  of  ser- 
vice here. 

in  1883,  the  Reverend  J.  E.  Bristowe  was  pastor  and  during 
his  year  in  Williamston,  the  first  parsonage  was  built.  Prior  to 
this  time,  the  pastors  had  lived  with  parishioners  or  in  rented 
rooms.  The  C.  D.  Carstarphen  family  provided  a  room  in  their 
home  for  the  minister,  and  a  particular  one  was  known 
specifically  as  the  "Preacher's  Room." 

The  next  year,  1884,  Reverend  J.  O.  Guthrie  was  sent  to 
Williamston  and  he  was  the  first  to  occupy  the  parsonage, 
which  has  been  described  as  a  simple  one-story  yellow  cot- 
tage, surrounded  by  a  white  picket  fence.  Guthrie  served  the 
church  here  for  two  years.  He  was  born  in  Chatham  County  in 
1855  and  died  in  1927  after  many  years  of  failing  health. 

In  1886,  the  Reverend  W.  T.  Cutchins  was  sent  to 
Williamston,  where  he  served  for  three  years.  He  was  followed 
by  Reverend  J.  G.  Nelson  who  was  here  for  only  one  year. 

The  next  pastor  was  the  Reverend  G.  G.  Harley,  who  serv- 
ed from  1890  until  1892.  He  was  known  locally  as  a  great  pro- 
hibitionist and  did  much  work  in  closing  up  many  of  the 
saloons  in  Williamston.  There  is  no  record  of  what  happened 
to  him  after  his  departure  from  Williamston. 

In  1892,  the  Reverend  E.  C.  Sell  came  to  Williamston  and 
served  for  two  years.  He  left  Williamston  and  went  to  the 
Wilmington  District. 

In  the  fall  of  1893,  the  Reverend  J.  R.  Sawyer  came  to 
Williamston.  During  his  two  year  stay,  he  kept  very  accurate 


records  which  show  that  he  married  six  couples  and  baptized 
six  infants.  The  first  recorded  marriage  by  this  minister  was 
John  W.  Crowe!!  and  IVIiss  Saliie  Asbe!  on  December  31, 1893. 
The  first  baby  he  christened  was  that  of  Annie  Elizabeth  Jones, 
daughter  of  David  and  Bettie  Jones,  on  August  26,  1894. 

The  Reverend  A.  J.  Parker  served  here  from  1895  unti! 
1897.  The  only  record  we  have  other  than  this,  is  that  he  left 
Williamston  to  go  to  the  Elizabeth  City  District. 

In  1892,  the  Reverend  G.  W.  Fisher  came  to  Williamston. 
The  present  church  building,  the  third  house  of  worship,  was 
begun  while  he  was  pastor  and  it  was  completed  about  the  turn 
of  the  century,  at  which  time  the  old  building  was  torn  down. 
Reverend  Fisher  was  born  in  Catawba  County  in  1859  and  he 
died  in  Garner  in  1926.  He  was  followed  by  Reverend  J.  T. 
Bagwell  who  served  for  one  year. 

After  Reverend  Bagwell  left,  the  Reverend  Thomas  Sutton 
came  and  served  for  four  years.  He  was  loved  not  only  by  his 
Methodist  congregation,  but  also  by  all  the  people  in 
Williamston.  In  the  December  19,  1902  issue  of  THE  ENTER- 
PRISE it  stated,  "Methodists  here  do  not  rejoice  alone  at  the 
return  of  Reverend  Sutton.  He  has  made  a  fine  impression  dur- 
ing his  pastorate  this  past  year."  During  his  ministry,  the  new 
church  was  used  for  the  first  time  and  was  dedicated  in  1903, 
when  Bishop  Smith  came  here  to  conduct  special  services. 

The  new  church  with  its  tall  steeples  was  an  impressive 
sight  to  see  in  the  town,  and  the  whole  town  of  Williamston 
benefitted  from  it,  Indirectly.  The  bell  in  the  tallest  of  the  two 
steeples  was  rung  in  case  of  fire  in  the  town  since  there  was  no 
alarm  available  at  the  time. 

In  1904,  the  Reverend  E.  E.  Rose  was  pastor  of  the  church  for 
only  one  year.  He  was  born  in  Warren  County  in  1866  and  died 
at  Durham  in  1918.  He  was  followed  by  Reverends  P.  L.  Kirton 
and  C.  L.  Read. 

The  Reverend  Rufus  Bradley,  who  was  known  for  his 
friendliness,  was  sent  to  Williamston  in  1910.  During  his  two 
years  of  service  here,  the  church  continued  to  grow  under  his 
able  leadership. 

The  next  pastor,  Reverend  J.  T.  Stanford,  was  known  as 
the  "biggest  man  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference."  It  was 
further  explained  that  he  was  not  only  big  In  body,  but  also  In 
Intellect  and  spirit,  as  well.  He  served  for  three  years  from 
1912  until  1915,  and  he  did  great  work  while  in  Williamston. 


tion,  and  was  not  completed  until  after  the  arrival  of  Reverend 
E.  R.  Shuller  in  1947.  He  was  pastor  until  1951,  the  year  the 
new  educational  building  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $25,198.58. 

From  1951  until  1955,  Reverend  R.  E.  Walston  was  pastor 
of  the  church.  During  his  stay  here,  there  were  no  major 
renovations  done  to  the  church,  but  it  was  painted  on  the  out- 
side. There  was  also  an  addition  of  a  back  porch  on  the  par- 
sonage. 

Reverend  Walston  was  followed  by  Reverend  R.  C. 
Mooney,  Jr.  who  served  from  1956  until  1959.  While  he  was 
here,  plans  began  to  be  discussed  about  building  a  new  chur- 
ch, either  on  the  site  of  the  present  one,  or  at  a  new  location.  A 
new  piano  was  purchased  for  the  sanctuary,  as  well  as  a  new 
organ  which  was  purchased  with  money  bequeathed  by  J.  S. 
Whitley.  The  same  year,  a  new  heating  system  was  installed  in 
the  parsonage.  During  Reverend  Mooney's  pastorate  in 
Williamston,  there  was  a  sizable  increase  in  membership.  His 
philosophy  about  the  church  was  reflected  in  this  statement  in 
his  1954  Conference  notes: 

"We  need  to  ask  to  make  our  Church  a  Church  that 
speaks  with  a  prophetic  voice  in  these  times  when  a  pro- 
phetic voice  needs  to  be  heard  in  the  land.  We  ought  to 
dare  to  be  different;  to  be  as  Christian  as  we  profess  to 
be;  we  ought  to  have  the  courage  to  follow  Christ  at 
whatever  cost." 

In  1959,  Reverend  Sidney  Boone  came  to  Williamston 
where  he  served  until  1964.  He  said  that  on  his  arrival  to 
Williamston,  he  found  the  people  of  the  Methodist  Church  very 
interested  in  their  church  and  In  the  cause  of  Christ.  Whil^  he 
was  here,  the  sanctuary  was  painted  and  air-conditioned,  and 
the  old  parsonage  was  converted  into  Sunday  School  rooms 
and  the  pastor's  study.  Just  before  Reverend  Boone  went  to 
Conference  in  1960,  the  church  board  presented  the  following 
resolution  to  the  Bishop  for  consideration:  "Whereas  the 
church  at  Williamston  under  Reverend  Boone's  pastorate  has 
had  a  season  of  progress,  love,  and  harmony  among  Its 
membership  and  since  it  has  had  its  Spiritual  life  improved,  let 
it  be  resolved  that  he  be  returned  to  the  Williamston  Church  for 
another  year."  Through  all  the  records  it  seems  that  a  spirit  of 
unity  prevailed  in  this  church  under  his  leadership. 

Reverend  J.  D.  Young  came  to  Williamston  in  1964  and  he 
served  the  church  for  two  years.  During  his  stay  here,  there 
were  many  improvements  made  to  the  parsonage. 


In  1966,  Reverend  J.  C.  P.  Brown  was  sent  to  Williamston 
where  he  served  until  1971.  During  his  stay  here,  the  church 
buildings  were  painted  and  repaired.  New  front  doors  were  put 
on  the  church,  new  carpeting  was  put  in  the  sanctuary  by  the 
women  of  the  church,  and  new  hymnals  were  purchased. 
Other  improvements  were  made  to  the  educational  building, 
youth  building,  and  parsonage.  The  total  cost  of  these  repairs 
was  $3,387.91.  During  Reverend  Brown's  pastorate  here,  union 
services  were  begun  again  with  the  Methodist,  Baptist, 
Presbyterian,  and  Christian  churches  participating.  This  did  a 
great  deal  to  unify  the  churches  in  the  town.  Reverend  Brown 
was  here  when  the  140th  anniversary  of  the  church  was 
celebrated,  with  Bishop  W.  R.  Cannon  delivering  the  sermon. 

In  1971,  Reverend  Wallace  M.  Ellis  was  sent  to  us.  During 
this  time  there  have  been  several  improvements  made  to  the 
church  property.  Vinyl  siding  has  been  placed  on  the  outside 
of  the  church,  new  lights  have  been  installed  in  the  sanctuary, 
and  beautiful  stained-glass  memorial  windows  have  been  pur- 
chased by  various  members  of  the  church.  A  new  family  room 
has  been  added  to  the  parsonage,  new  carpeting  put  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall,  and  very  attractive  landscaping  has  been 
done  on  the  east  side  of  the  church.  All  of  these  im- 
provements have  been  completed  without  any  debt!  The  latest 
addition  to  the  church  has  been  the  acquisition  of  property  in 
back  of  the  church  which  will  be  used  for  further  expansion  of 
the  existing  facilities.  During  the  seven  years  Reverend  Ellis 
has  been  here,  there  has  been  a  tremendous  spiritual  growth 
within  the  church.  This  growth  is  reflected  in  the  surge  in 
membership  which  is  currently  509  as  opposed  to  the  190 
members  in  the  church  at  the  time  of  the  1928  centenniel. 
Because  of  "Wally's"  warmth  and  friendliness,  there  is  no 
longer  that  barrier  between  the  pulpit  and  the  congregation, 
but  a  warm  loving  spirit  that  envelopes  the  entire  church  with  a 
feeling  of  love  and  acceptance. 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Williamston  has  played  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  history  of  the  town.  Its  leaders  have  been 
some  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  town  and  some  of  the  most 
influential  people  of  the  county.  Since  it  has  endured  for  these 
150  years,  the  founders  of  this  church  must  have  rooted  it  firm- 
ly in  the  Lord  and  built  it  with  these  words  in  mind:  "Except  the 
Lord  build  the  house,  they  labor  in  vain  that  build  it."  Psalm 
127:1,  for  it  has  surely  prospered  through  these  many  years 
and  is  continuing  to  grow  every  day  that  passes.  It  is  hoped 


that  150  years  from  now,  the  Methodist  Church  will  still  be  here 
ministering  to  the  needs  of  those  who  find  refuge  within  its 
walls. 

It  seems  fitting  to  close  this  brief  history  of  the 
Williamston  Methodist  Church  with  these  words  spoken  by  Dr. 
O.  P.  Fitzgerald,  pastor  of  this  church  in  1928,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  Centennial  Anniversary  of  Methodist  in  Williamston: 
"This  church  will  always  minister  to  the  whole  man  and  to 
all  men.  Here  at  her  altar,  the  penitent  can  find  pardon 
and  obtain  peace.  Here  In  her  worship  hours  the  Christian 
can  worship  and  feed  on  the  Bread  of  Life.  Her  doors  are 
open,  her  spirit  is  love,  her  benediction  is  Peace.  She  in- 
vites all  men  of  whatever  creed  or  belief  to  protect  her  and 
help  her  save  mankind  for  Jesus'  sake." 


NOTE:  Membership  of  church  at  1928  Centennial— 190 
members 

Membership  of  church  at  1978  150th  Anniversary— 509 
members 

Oldest  living  member  in  1978— Mrs.  Ellen  Coburn 
Ministers  still  living  in  1978— 

S.  J.  Starnes 

B.T.  Hurley 

E.  R.  Shuller 

R.  E.  Walston 

R.  C.  Mooney,  Jr. 

S.  G.  Boone 

J.  D.  Young 

J.  C.  P.  Brown 

W.  M.  Ellis 


A  BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  THE  WOMEN 
OF  THE  METHODIST  CHURCH  IN  WILLIAMSTON 


Since  time  immemorial,  the  women  have  been  the 
backbone  of  the  family  and  church.  They  have  been  the  driving 
force  binding  the  work  of  the  two  together  and  so  it  has  been  in 
the  Williamston  Methodist  Church. 

The  first  organization  of  women  in  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Williamston  was  called  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society.  In  the 
September  19,  1902  issue  of  The  Enterprise  it  stated,  "The 
ladies  of  the  Methodist  Church  will  give  a  Basket  Party  at  the 
Opera  House  tonight  (Friday)  and  everybody  is  invited  to  come 
and  help  in  a  good  cause.  There  remains  a  small  indebtedness 
on  the  church  building  and  the  ladies  hope  to  raise  the  amount 
so  the  church  may  be  dedicated  in  the  future."  The  custom 
among  the  Methodists  has  always  been  to  never  dedicate  a 
building  while  money  is  still  owed  on  it.  In  this  way  they  never 
dedicated  a  debt!  Another  article  in  the  paper  stated  that  the 
women  would  be  selling  handmade  items  at  the  Masonic  Hall 
Building  to  make  money  to  replace  the  cross  on  the  steeple  of 
the  church  that  had  been  knocked  off  during  a  storm. 

By  1921,  while  L.  C.  Larkin  was  pastor  of  the  church,  they 
re-organized  and  called  themselves  the  Women's  Missionary 
Society.  In  Pastor  Dodd's  records  of  1925,  he  tells  that  the 
women's  work  was  moving  along  nicely  and  that  they  were  do- 
ing splendid  work.  He  said  that  interest  in  the  society  was 
growing  among  the  ladles  of  the  church,  due  to  the  able  leader- 
ship of  its  president,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Liverman. 

In  1940,  an  auxilliary  to  the  Missionary  Society  was  form- 
ed called  the  Wesleyan  Service  Guild,  which  was  made  up  of 
business  women.  That  same  year  while  S.  J.  Starnes  was 
pastor,  the  Women's  Missionary  Society  was  re-named  the 
Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service. 

In  Reverend  Hurley's  reports  of  1941,  he  stated  that  the 
WSCS  and  the  WSG  were  both  active,  well  organized,  with 
capable  leadership.  He  also  emphasized  that  the  work  of  these 
women  was  indispensable  to  the  work  of  the  church. 

In  1973,  the  society  was  re-named  again,  and  was  called 
the  United  Methodist  Women. 

Through  the  years,  the  women  have  raised  money  in  many 
different  ways  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  church.  At  one  time. 


they  collected  coupons  from  different  products  and  redeenned 
them  for  money.  They  have  had  bazaars  at  Christmas,  they 
have  served  suppers  to  various  civic  groups  in  town,  and  they 
have  sold  Christmas  cards  as  well  as  household  supplies. 
(Who  could  ever  forget  the  "Danny  Duzits"  and  steak  knives?) 

With  the  money  they  collected,  they  have  done  many  good 
things  for  the  church.  They  have  furnished  and  re-furnished 
the  parsonage  through  the  years.  They  have  bought  drapes  for 
the  Fellowship  Hall,  carpeting  for  the  sanctuary  and 
Fellowship  hall,  nursery  furniture,  air  conditioners,  shelves, 
cabinets  and  dishes.  Their  newest  project  has  been 
decorating  the  church  parlor.  This  room,  which  they  have 
carpeted,  painted,  and  in  which  they  have  hung  drapes,  is  be- 
ing used  as  a  Sunday  School  room  for  the  young  adult  class 
and  for  prayer  group  meetings.  It  is  being  furnished  through 
memorial  gifts  from  church  members.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  list  all  the  things  that  the  women  of  the  church  have  provid- 
ed for  the  church,  but  one  can  readily  see  the  vital  part  they 
have  played  in  the  upkeep  and  improvement  of  the  church. 

All  the  money  the  women  have  raised  has  not  been  spent 
on  local  affairs  however,  since  for  many  years  they  have  sup- 
ported the  Methodist  Orphanage,  leper  colonies,  widows,  and 
needy  families.  They  are  currently  supporting  an  orphan 
through  the  World  Vision  program. 

Mary  L.  Taylor,  the  president  of  the  WSCS  in  1955  said  in 
her  report  to  the  conference. 

"I  am  proud  to  be  President  of  this  group  of  women  who 
are  'Doers  of  the  Word  and  not  Hearers  only'." 

This  statement  is  still  appropriate  now  in  1978,  for  even 
now  the  women  of  the  church  are  planning  new  and  different 
ways  to  carry  on  the  Lord's  work. 

The  First  Members  of  the  Newly  Organized 
Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Swain 


Mrs.  W.  E.  Warren 


Mrs.  R.  L.  Carver 
Mrs.  S.  J.  Starnes 
Mrs.  Clyde  Manning  Mrs.  Maude  Harrison 


Mrs.  Hattle  Harrison 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Mason 
Mrs.  D.  N.  Hix 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Britton  Jr. 


Mrs.  Jack  Booker 
Mrs.  Jack  Daniels 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Taylor 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Critcher 


Mrs.  J.  W.  Watts 


Mrs.  Roy  Gurganus 
Mrs.  Lucy  Ward 
Mrs." Henry  Crawford 
Mrs.  T.  B.  Brandon 
Mrs.  Patty  Spruill 
Mrs.  Mamie  E.  Burden 


Mrs.  P.  C.  Peel 


Mrs.  C.  D.  Carstarphen 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Manning,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Mary  Bonner  Gurganus 
Mrs.  W.  K.  Parker 
Mrs.  Claud  Jenkins 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Whitley 
Mrs.  J.  V.  Patrick 
Mrs.  Alice  P.  Edwards 


Mrs.  J.  D.  Ward 

Installation  of  the  First  Officers  of  the  Newly  Formed 
Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service  -  September  19,  1940 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  the  call  to  worship  by 
Reverend  S.J.  Starnes,  the  Pastor,  who  made  a  talk  on  the  im- 
portance of  the  women  in  the  church  and  offered  prayer.  He 
then  called  the  elected  officers  of  the  Society  to  the  altar 
which  was  beautifully  decorated  with  ferns  and  a  profusion  of 
flowers  and  a  number  of  lighted  candles.  He  briefly  gave  the 
duties  of  each  officer  and  then  asked  each  if  she  were  willing 
to  assume  such  duties  to  the  best  of  her  ability.  After  they 
answered  in  the  affirmative,  they  knelt  at  the  alter  while  he 
prayed  God's  blessings  upon  them  and  their  work.  The  of- 
ficers consisting  of  Mrs.  H.  L.  Swain,  President;  Mrs.  Clyde 
Manning,  Vice-President;  Mrs.  Debora  Warren,  Recording 
Secretary;  Mrs.  J.D.  Mason,  Corresponding  Secretary;  and  Mrs. 
LB.  Hardison,  Treasurer  were  presented  to  the  Society  and  the 
meeting  turned  over  to  them. 

Upon  taking  their  stations,  Mrs.  Swain  made  a  short  talk 
expressing  a  pang  of  sadness  at  the  passing  into  history  the 
name  of  the  Women's  Missionary  Society,  but  expressed 
pleasure  at  the  great  work  it  had  done  and  foundation  it  had 
laid  for  the  building  of  the  new  Society.  She  asked  that  each 
member  study  the  work  of  the  Society  and  outlined  the  duties 
and  purposes  of  the  Society.  She  also  asked  that  all  member- 
ship join  her  in  making  it  a  .great  movement  for  "building 
the  brotherhood  of  man  under  the  fatherhood  of  God." 

Mrs.  Marion  Cobb  made  a  short  talk  on  the  Wesleyan 
Guild  expressing  the  appreciation  of  this  group  of  business 
women  and  reviewing  the  work  accomplished  by  it. 


Mrs.  D.  N.  Hix  prayed  that  God  would  bless  the  efforts  of 
the  women  in  the  church  for  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom 
of  God  among  men. 

At  this  point  the  lights  of  the  church  were  turned  out  and 
spot  lights  were  lighted  and  directed  to  a  Cross  on  either  side 
of  which  stood  a  candlelabra  with  lighted  candles  and  a  most 
impressive  service  was  conducted.  Mrs.  Wheeler  Manning 
sang  "A  Charge  to  Keep  I  Have".  The  congregation  sang  one 
verse  of  "Lead  On  O  King  Eternal"  and  then  Miss  Margaret 
Starnes  entered  from  the  rear  dressed  in  white  and  gave  a 
reading,  while  Mrs.  W.C.  Manning,  Jr.  played  very  softly.  Mrs. 
John  Wier  sang  "Give  of  Your  Best  to  the  Master." 

For  the  concluding  part  of  the  program  in  the  church,  the 
choir  sang  "The  Old  Rugged  Cross."  As  this  was  being  sung, 
Miss  Mary  Benson  entered  from  the  rear  dressed  in  white  and 
knelt  at  the  cross  and  remained  there  until  the  song  was  con- 
cluded and  the  benediction  pronounced  by  Reverend  Starnes. 

After  the  devotional  in  the  church,  the  women  adjourned 
to  the  Parsonage  for  a  fellowship  meeting.  Upon  entering  the 
Parsonage,  each.woman  was  given  a  booklet  and  told  to  get  as 
many  members  on  it  as  she  could  and  that  the  one  getting  the 
most  members  would  get  a  prize.  The  three  getting  the  least 
number  would  be  expected  to  entertain  at  the  next  meeting. 
Mrs.  Wheeler  Manning  won  the  prize,  beautiful  linen  handker- 
chiefs. Punch  and  cake  were  served  to  each  person. 

LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS  IN  THE  WOMEN'S  SOCIETY 
OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 


Mrs. 

Hattie  Harrison 

Mrs. 

Elizabeth  Allen 

Mrs. 

Patti  Spruill  ^ 

Mrs. 

Ellen  Thigpen 

Mrs. 

Lucy  Ward  :^ 

Mrs. 

Bobby  Thompson 

Mrs.- 

Pat  Crawford 

Mrs. 

Mary  Britton 

Mrs. 

Debbie  Warren 

Mrs, 

Anne  Corey 

Mrs. 

W.  C.  Liverman 

Mrs. 

Robert  Montieth 

Mrs. 

Clyde  Ward 

Mrs. 

Evelyn  Manning 

Mrs. 

Mary  Bonner  Gurganus 

Mrs. 

Evelyn  Daniels 

Mrs. 

Laura  Melson 

Mrs. 

Eleanor  Griffin 

Mrs. 

Catherine  Walston 

Mrs. 

Martha  Coburn 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Brandon 

Mrs.  Flora  Bowling 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Anderson 

Mrs.  Neda  Stalls 

Mrs.  Frances  Parker 

Mrs.  Louise  Thrower 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Watts 

Mrs.  Cora  Lee  Leggett 

Mrs.  Bettie  Rose  Manning 

Mrs.  Martha  Tarkington 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Swain 

Mrs.  Ruth  Bowen 

Mrs.  Margaret  Harrison 

Mrs.  Olivia  Carver 

Miss  Mary  L.  Taylor 

Mrs.  Dean  Hartman 

Mrs.  Sylvia  Clary 

Mrs.  Catherine  Gurganus 

Mrs.  Evelyn  Stewart 

Mrs.  Dolly  Stalls 

Mrs.  Thad  Drake 

Mrs.  Ethel  Eubanks 

Mrs.  Beulah  Peele 

Mrs.  Faye  Jones 

Mrs.  Mary  Taylor 

Mrs.  Faye  Rodgerson 

Mrs.  Catherine  Boone 

Mrs.  Hilda  Carswell 

Mrs.  Dot  Manning 

Mrs.  Bernice  Williams 

Mrs.  Estelle  Thigpen 

Mrs.  Connie  Batchelor 

Mrs.  Lou  Landi 

Mrs.  Marie  Smith 

Mrs.  Ida  Hofler 

Mrs.  Louise  Booker 

Mrs.  Angela  Grady 

Mrs.  Lucille  Windley 

Miss  Martha  Leggett 

YOUTH  MEMBERSHIPS  IN  THE  WOMEN'S  SOCIE" 

OF  CHRISTIAN  SERVICE 

Pat  Drake 

Judy  Gurganus 

Dale  Decato 

Suzanne  Jones 

Faye  Abernathy 

Mary  Evelyn  Manning 

Cora  Jane  Tice 

Sarah  Neal  Jones 

Judy  Thrower 

Mary  Ann  Corey 

Betsy  Baker 


HISTORY  OF  THE  METHODIST  YOUTH  FELLOWSHIP 


The  first  organization  for  young  people  in  the  Methodist 
Church  was  known  as  the  Epsworth  League.  The  first  attempt 
to  organize  such  a  group  in  the  Williamston  church  was  in  July, 
1916  while  Reverend  H.M.  Eure  was  pastor  of  the  church.  It 
began  with  only  13  mennbers.  This  group  had  only  been 
organized  for  five  months  when  they  had  to  stop  meeting 
because  of  the  extensive  repairs  being  made  to  the  church. 

The  group  re-organized  in  1917,  but  again  got  off  to  a  slow 
start  due  to  a  severe  epidemic  of  flu  in  Williamston  that  year. 
Another  hindrance  to  the  League  was  that  there  was  no  leader 
who  would  take  the  responsibility  of  working  with  the  young 
people.  In  Reverend  Eure's  Conference  notes  in  1918  he  said, 
"We  have  organized  an  Epsworth  League  which  starting  off 
well.  Hope  it  will  mean  much  to  the  young  people  and  to  the 
church  in  the  future." 

According  to  the  Conference  notes  kept  by  Reverend 
Larkin,  it  finally  got  underway  by  1920  and  was  quite  suc- 
cessful. That  year  the  membership  was  up  to  42  with  an 
average  attendance  of  35.  The  young  people  raised  more  than 
$100  with  which  they  purchased  new  book  racks  for  the  church 
hymnals.  Reverend  Larkin  wrote  in  his  Conference  notes, 
"The  Epsworth  League  is  growing  and  doing  good  work.  The 
pastor  appreciates  the  way  in  which  the  young  people  have 
taken  hold  of  this  work.  Our  League  has  been  doing  splendid 
work  and  it  will  be  a  great  training  ground  for  the  young  people 
as  it  continues  to  grow." 

Under  the  conditions  of  Reverend  Larkin,  the  League  did 
continue  to  grow.  The  young  people  began  holding  prayer 
meeting  once  a  month  and  Reverend  Larkin  reported  to  the 
Conference  that  a  Sunday  School  room  had  been  built  and  paid 
for  by  these  young  people.  Not  only  did  they  do  that,  but  they 
also  paid  $35  toward  repairs  on  the  parsonage.  Reverend 
Larkin  said,  "The  Epsworth  League  has  been  a  great  source  of 
encouragement  and  help  to  the  pastor  and  church.  We  have  a 
fine  company  of  young  people  filled  with  a  spirit  of  loyal  ser- 
vice. Our  League  in  the  Williamston  church  would  do  credit  to 
churches  of  much  larger  membership  than  ours.  For  the  size  of 
the  church,  I  believe  Williamston  has  one  of  the  best  Leagues 
in  the  conference.  We  have  a  fine  company  of  young  people 
filled  with  a  spirit  of  loyal  service.  This  group  is  the  brightest 


spot  of  the  church  life  and  I  hope  that  some  of  the  older  people 
of  the  church  might  catch  some  of  their  spirit!" 

After  Reverend  Larkin  left  Williamston,  Reverend 
Chambers  took  up  his  work  with  the  young  people  of  the 
church  and  his  notes  show  how  much  this  group  of  young  peo- 
ple meant  to  him  as  well.  He  said,  "The  Epsworth  League  at 
Williamston  is  doing  especially  good  work.  The  weeks  of 
prayer  have  been  observed  since  the  last  Quarterly  Con- 
ference, the  services  being  held  at  sunrise  each  morning.  The 
young  people,  under  the  splendid  leadership  of  Mr.  B.B. 
Carstarphen,  president  and  Miss  Josephine  Sykes,  Superinten- 
dent first  department,  are  taking  much  interest  in  the  devo- 
tional services  and  are  beginning  to  look  upon  the  League  as  a 
means  of  grace,  and  not  merely  a  social  function  of  the  chur- 
ch." 

Reverend  Chambers  was  only  here  for  one  year  and  he 
was  followed  by  Reverend  Dodd.  It  was  during  his  pastorate  at 
the  church  that  this  group  of  young  people  undertook  quite  a 
large  project,  assuming  half  the  support  of  an  orphan  child. 
Reverend  Dodd  wrote  in  his  Conference  notes,  "We  have  one 
of  the  finest  Epsworth  Leagues  I  have  ever  worked  with.  They 
area  functioning  now  as  a  100  percent  League." 

There  were  only  two  other  references  to  League  work  in 
the  nest  20  years.  In  1925,  Reverend  Lee  reported  that  the 
League  was  doing  fine,  growing  both  in  spirit  and  enthusiasm. 
Then  in  1937,  Reverend  Maxwell  reported  that  the  Legue 
organized  a  choir  for  evening  vesper  services.  By  1942,  this 
group  began  using  the  name  Methodist  Youth  Fellowship,  or 
MYF. 

The  young  people  have  been  a  vital  part  of  our  church 
since  it  was  organized,  just  as  they  are  today.  They  truly  are, 
as  in  the  words  of  Reverend  Larkin,  "The  brightest  spot  of  the 
church  life!" 


[Article  written  by  Reverend  T.H.  Ivey,  Methodist  minister  and 
editor  of  the  Raleigh  Christian  Advocate,  after  he  had  visited 
the  Methodist  Church  in  Williamston  in  the  fall  of  1902.] 

"Williamston  is  the  county  seat  of  Martin.  It  is  a  typical 
river  town  with  some  differentiating  characteristics.  Within 
the  last  two  years,  it  has  taken  fresh  blood  into  its  industrial 
veins.    King  Tobacco  has  set  his  throne  there.   Two  large 


warehouses  are  doing  an  immense  business.  New  residences 
and  business  buildings  are  going  up,  and  the  quiet  village  of  a 
few  years  ago  is  now  the  bustling  growing  town  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred people. 

Obedient  to  a  promise  made  months  ago,  I  left  Raleigh  on 
November  1st  instant,  to  visit  the  Methodists  of  Williamston, 
who  are  rapidly  growing  in  zeal  and  numbers.  On  my  arrival  at  a 
late  hour  on  Saturday  night,  I  was  met  by  Reverend  T.  H.  Sut- 
ton, the  preacher-in-charge,  and  by  Dr.  J.  B.  Knight,  who  is 
known  over  a  large  section  as  one  of  the  brightest  and  strong- 
est members  of  the  state's  medical  fraternity.  I  was  housed  for 
two  nights  and  a  day  under  his  hospitable  roof.  My  host  and 
hostess  are  Methodists  and  know  how  to  treat  Methodist 
preachers! 

When  I  promised  Brother  Sutton  to  be  with  him,  I 
neglected  to  impose  the  usual  condition  that  I  should  not  be 
required  to  preach  more  than  twice  on  Sunday.  I  was  in 
Williamston  but  a  short  while  when  I  was  informed  that  I 
should  preach  three  times— twice  in  town  and  once  In  the 
country. 

Sunday  was  a  typical  autumnal  day,  and  was  full  of  real  en- 
joyment. Large  appreciative  congregations  greeted  the  editor 
in  Williamston  in  the  morning  and  at  night.  In  the  afternoon  I 
preached  at  Vernon,  a  small  but  vigorous  congregation. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  see  that  Methodism  in  the  Roanoke 
section  is  in  a  healthy  and  progressive  condition.  There  is 
very  little  of  the  anemic  in  its  make-up.  The  Methodists  at 
Williamston  rejoice  in  a  beautiful  new  church,  spacious  and 
comfortable.  Reverend  Sutton  has  done  excellent  work  on  this 
charge.  The  people  respect  and  love  him,  and  very  freely  ex- 
press their  appreciation  of  him  and  his  labours.  This  year  he 
has  lifted  the  last  cent  of  debt  resting  upon  the  church  at 
Williamston.  This  debt  amounted  to  about  $1,500.  and  the  paid 
notes  were  resting  securely  in  Brother  Sutton's  pocket  on  last 
Monday  morning.  The  church  will  be  dedicated  at  an  early 
date. 

SERVICES  FOR  DEDICATION  OF  METHODIST  CHURCH 
(As  reported  in  THE  ENTERPRISE,  March  20,  1903) 
"The  Sabbath  morning  dawned  clear  and  bright-the  sun 
peeped  over  the  tree  tops  in  all  its  brilliancy  and  glory,  not  a 
shadow  flitted  across  its  path  to  mar  the  beauty  of  the  day  and 


spoil  the  occasion  so  faithfully  worked  for.  It  was  an  ideal  day. 
To  look  out  over  the  landscape,  it  seemed  that  all  nature  had 
donned  its  richest  attire  for  the  occasion.  The  fragrance  shed 
forth  by  the  beautiful  flowers  as  the  dewy  petals  were  tenderly 
kissed  by  the  sunbeams,  was  indeed  exhilarating.  The  merry 
chirps  of  the  birds  as  they  flitted  hither  and  thither  made  one 
feel  that  it  was  indeed  a  great  privilege  to  live  and  enjoy  the 
blessings  showered  upon  them  by  an  unseen  Hand.  The  peo- 
ple everywhere  were  inspired  with  a  feeling  of  greatfulness, 
and  no  doubt  many  hearts  were  raised  in  silent  prayer  of 
thanks  to  the  Great  Creator  who  was  smiling  down  upon  them, 
and  who  had  planned  this  beautiful  day  to  receive  the  hand- 
some edifice  which  had  been  erected  for,  and  was  to  be 
dedicated  to  His  service. 

The  news  has  gone  out  that  Bishop  A.Coke  Smith  was  to 
conduct  the  service  and  early  Sunday  morning  crowds  were 
seen  coming  into  town  from  all  directions.  Quite  a  number 
came  Saturday. 

A  quarter  of  an  hour  before  time  for  service,  the  church 
was  crowded,  a  hundred  chairs  had  been  put  in,  and  all  the 
seats  were  filled  and  standing  room  was  scarcely  available. 

When  1 1  o'clock  arrived,  the  hour  for  the  service  to  begin, 
the  congregation  sang  that  old  but  beautiful  hymn,  "All  Hail 
The  Power  of  Jesus'  Name."  The  choir  then  followed  with 
"Worthy  is  the  Lamb."  The  first  morning  hymn  was  "Great  is 
the  Lord  Our  God."  After  the  prayer  by  the  Bishop,  he  read  for 
the  first  lesson  the  103  Psalm,  and  for  the  second,  the  4th 
chapter  of  Paul's  Second  Epistle  of  the  Corinthians.  After 
singing  "Behold  Thy  Temple,"  the  choir  sang  "Marching  to  the 
Land  Above"  while  the  morning  offering  was  being  taken. 

The  text  for  the  sermon  was  the  ■i2th,  13th  and  14th  verses 
of  the  166th  Psalm:  "What  shall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all 
his  benefits  toward  me?  I  will  take  up  the  cup  of  my  salvation, 
and  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord.  I  will  pay  my  vows  unto  the 
Lord  now  in  the  presence  of  all  His  people." 

For  an  hour  and  ten  minutes  the  congregation  listened  at- 
tentively to  a  sermon  filled  with  truth  and  love.  It  was  a  clear 
and  forcible  presentation  of  the  subject  as  believed  by  the 
great  man  behind  the  pulpit.  To  attempt  to  comment  upon  the 
great  sermon  the  writer  wou'd  utterly  fail  to  do  it  justice.  It 
could  only  be  appreciated  by  Hearing  it  as  it  fell  from  the  lips  of 
the  man  of  God. 


After  the  sermon,  a  collection  was  taken  to  raise  money  to 
replace  the  cross  on  the  steeple,  which  was  blown  down  dur- 
ing a  recent  storm,  and  also  for  a  missionary  offering.  The 
amount  raised  was  about  $70.  The  official  board  met  around 
the  chancel  where  Dr.  J.B.  H.  Knight  read  from  the  Discipline 
the  usual  words  in  giving  the  edifice  to  the  Lord:  "We  present 
you  this  house,  to  be  set  apart  from  all  unhallowed  or  common 
uses,  for  the  worship  of  almighty  God."  The  Bishop  responded 
in  the  language  prescribed  in  the  Discipline  which  is: 
''Forasmuch  as  God  has  put  into  the  hearts  of  His  people  to 
build  this  house  for  His  worship,  and  has  blessed  them  in  the 
undertaking,  we  solemnly  dedicate  it  to  His  service,  for  the 
reading  and  expounding  of  His  Holy  Word,  the  administration 
of  her  ordinances,  and  for  all  other  acts  of  religious  worship. 
That  He  may  graciously  accept  this  labor  of  our  hands,  let  us 
devoutly  pray."  The  prayer  was  read  by  Bishop. 

The  congregation  sang,  "Come  Thou  O  Thou  God  of 
Grace."  and  the  service  ended  with  the  benediction  by  Dr.  LL 
Nash. 

The  dedicatory  service  as  conducted  by  the  Bishop  was 
indeed  impressive  and  appropriate  and  was  thoroughly  en- 
joyed by  the  large  audience.  It  was  an  occasion  that  will  never 
be  forgotten  by  those  present." 

COPY  OF  DEED  TO  THE  METHODIST  CHURCH 
WILLIAMSTON,  NORTH  CAROLINA 
Registered  in  Martin  County  Courthouse,  Register  of  Deeds 
Office,  Book  I  and  J,  Page  1 

State  of  North  Carolina,  Martin  County.  Know  all  men  by 
these  presents  that  I,  James  Clark,  of  the  State  and  County 
aforesaid  mentioned,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of 
$60.00  to  me  in  hand  paid  the  receipt  whereof  I  do  hereby  con- 
vey and  confirm  unto  Wheeler  Martin,  Bazil  Floyd,  Ezekiel  W. 
Wyatt,  Charles  Meazell,  Jesse  Gillikin,  Lemuel  Wheatlesey, 
Peter  E.  Maddera,  Thomas  Shaw,  and  William  I.  Williams,  as 
Trustees  selected  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  Meeting  House 
in  the  town  of  Williamston  exclusively  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  one  lot  or  half  acre  of  land 
lying  and  being  in  the  State  and  County  aforesaid  and  town  of 
Williamston,  known  and  distinguished  in  the  plan  of  said  town 


by  No.  96.  And  I,  the  said  James  Clark  do  bind  myself,  my 
heirs,  executors,  administrators  etc.,  forever  to  warrant  and  de- 
fend the  right,  title,  and  interest  in  and  to  the  said  premises 
and  all  the  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging  unto  the  above 
named  Trustees  and  to  their  successors  in  office  against  the 
lawful  claim  or  claims  of  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  in 
witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  the  22nd 
day  of  February  1829. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  James  X 
(his  mark)  Clark  &  seal. 
Asa  Biggs  ) 

)  Witnesses. 
James  H.  Watts.) 

State  of  North  Carolina,  Martin  County  Court  of  Place,  and 
quarter  session  December  Term  1828  the  written  deed  and  pro- 
ven in  open  court  by  the  oath  of  Asa  Biggs,  and  ordered  to  be 
registered. 

Thomas  W.  Watts, 

Clerk 


LIST  OF  PASTORS  OF  FIRST  METHODIST  CHURCH 
1828-ca.  1835    Wheeler  Martin   1892-1893    E.  C.  Sell 

1837-1853 


1854-1874 

1874-1876 
1876-1879 

1879-  1880 

1880-  1883 

1883-  1884 

1884-  1886 
1886-1889 

1889-  1890 

1890-  1892 


Reverend  Carson 
Reverend  Closs 
Reverend  Mora 
Reverend  Mann 
Reverend  Duvall 

H.  H.  Gibbons 
J.  E.  Underwood 

L.  L.  Nash 

James  Mahoney 

W.  H.  Watkins 

W.  B.  Doub 

J.  E.  Bristowe 

J.  O.  Guthrie 

W.  T.  Cutchins 

J.  G.  Nelson 

G.  G.  Harley 


1893-1895 

1896-  1897 

1897-  1899 

1899-  1900 

1900-  1904 

1904-  1905 

1905-  1906 

1906-  1910 
1910-1912 
1912-1915 

1915-  1916 

1916-  1919 
1919-1922 
1922-1923 


J.  R.  Sawyer 
A.  J.  Parker 

G.  W.  Fisher 
J.  T.  Bagwell 
T.  H.  Sutton 
E.  E.  Rose 

P.  L.  Kirton 
C.  L.  Read 
Rufus  Bradley 
J.  T.  Stanford 
N.  M.  Wright 

H.  M.  Eure 
L.  C.  Larkin 

M.  R.  Chambers 


1923-1925 

E.  D.  Dodd 

1940-1947 

WS^-  Hurte 

1925-1927 

T.  W.  Lee 

1947-1951 

fk.  R.  Shull 

1927-1929 

0.  P.  Fitzgerald 

1951-1956 

1 R.  E.  Wals 

1929-1930 

D.  A.  Petty 

1956-1959 

1  R.  C.  Moor 

1930-1934 

C.  T.  Rogers 

1959-1964 

1 S.  G.  Boor 

1934-1937 

R.  R.  Grant 

1964-1966 

J.  D.  Youn 

1937-1939 

S.  A.  Maxwell 

1966-1971 

J.  C.  P.  Bn 

1939-1940 

S.  J.  Starnes 

1971- 

W.  M.  Elli 
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